
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

We Walk with Angels
All the Way

The Festival of St. Michael and All Angels
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

September 25, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.
It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
Today we celebrate the Festival of St. Michael and All Angels, which takes 
place on September 29. For 1500 years the Christian Church has celebrated 
this festival near the autumnal equinox (which falls on Sept. 22 this year), 
the day of 12 hours of sunlight and 12 hours of darkness. As Christians 
watched the nights grow longer and the days grow shorter, they were 
reminded of the struggle between good and evil—between the forces of 
light and the forces of darkness—between the angel armies of God and 

the demonic forces of Satan. And so, as autumn darkened into winter, the Church celebrated 
this festival, remembering that Michael and All the Angels walked with them all the way, even 
fought for them against these unseen evils.

This festival does not praise, worship, or honor angels. That would be idolatry! Instead, 
this worship service helps us remember to thank God for his gift of angels—much like we 
thank God for his physical blessings at Thanksgiving or for another year of grace at the New 
Year. We live in dangerous times and so we thank God for the protection that his angels 
provide. In an age where angels are often misunderstood, it is good to hear what the Bible has 
to say about these ministering spirits who walk with us and fight for us all the way to heaven.
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The Service: Setting Two
Setting Two begins on page 172 of the blue hymnal

Welcome

Hymn 498 Stars of the Morning

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174
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Tune: Marty Haugen.  © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176
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Tune: Marty Haugen  © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the 
ministries of angels and mortals. Mercifully grant that as your holy angels always serve and 
worship you in heaven, so by your direction they may help and defend us here on earth; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading 2 Kings 6:8–17
We walk with angels, even though we cannot see them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 91D On Eagle’s Wings (CW 821)
Join to sing the refrain.

1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in his shadow for life, 
say to the Lord: “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!”

2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear;
under his wings your refuge, his faithfulness your shield.

Refrain

3  For to his angels he’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways;
 upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone. 

Refrain

Following the final refrain, sing:

Text: Michael Joncas. Tune: 
Michael Joncas. Text and tune: © 1979 OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903



8

Second Reading Revelation 12:7–12
We walk with angels as they fight against the forces of evil for us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 103:20

Pastor sings:
Praise the LORD, you his / angels, 
you mighty ones who do his / bidding. Refrain
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Luke 10:17–20
Jesus assures us that, since we walk with angels, nothing will ever harm us.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 500 Lord God, to You We Give All Praise

Sermon Open My Eyes So That I Can See

Stand
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Confession of Faith Te Deum Laudamus
The “Te Deum” is a fourth century Latin hymn that is still sung by Christians today. Martin 
Luther suggested it might be used as one of the main creeds of the Christian Chruch. We speak 
these words today as our confession of faith. 

We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord; 
all creation worships you, Father everlasting.

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise:
holy, holy, holy Lord, God of heav’nly hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you:

Father of majesty unbounded, 
your glorious, true, and only Son,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, are the King of glory, 
the eternal Son of the Father.

When you became man to set us free,
you humbled yourself to be born of a virgin.

You overcame the sting of death
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
O Lord of hosts, we praise and thank you for protecting your people through your holy angels, 
who always behold your face and worship your majesty. 
Grant that they may also care for us that we may be delivered from every peril of body 
and soul that threatens us.
Be merciful to the people of all nations, Lord. Since you will reveal your Son Jesus from heaven 
with his mighty angels to take vengeance on all who have denied you and rejected your love in 
Christ, extend for the nations their time of grace so that they might believe and live eternally. 
Use us as messengers of your gospel to pierce the powers of darkness and to bring 
many to glory.
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Look on our own land with your favor. Give our citizens a love for what is true and right.  
Prosper our schools and colleges as they train many to proclaim your grace. Bless those who 
work with their minds and those who labor with their hands so that all human work may 
benefit your holy Church.
Grant your blessing to all who have authority over us.

Direct your holy angels to serve all who are in want, trouble, pain, sorrow, disappointment, 
anxiety, or any other trouble. Comfort them with your power and grace. Especially bless…

Special prayers and intercessions 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer.
 
May your holy angels serve you as they serve us and at the end of our lives lead them to carry 
us to the riches of paradise.
In your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering               On Eagle’s Wings                                           

Hymn 499 Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken
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Stand

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 836 I Walk in Danger All the Way sts. 1, 4–6
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Take Home/Bible Study Questions
 

1. This minor festival of the church year in no way worships or praises angels themselves. 
Rather, it praises and thanks God for his gift of angels in our lives. For what reasons is this 
a good thing to do in such a worship services? (Hint: read Ephesians 6:12.)

2. As the 72 return to Jesus in Luke 10:17-20, he says, “I was watching Satan fall like lightning 
from heaven.” Look back and read verses 2, 5, and 9. What were the 72 doing that was 
causing Satan to fall like lightning? In what ways does this impact the same gospel work 
we do here? 

3. Revelation 12:7-9 pictures a war between Satan and God’s angels which ends with Satan 
being defeated and thrown down. Read Luke 10:18 and John 12:31-33. In what ways do these 
verses help us better understand what is being pictured here? For what reasons does this 
bring us comfort? 

4. In our reading from 2 Kings 6 Elisha prays for God to increase the faith of his servant. 
Recalling what this service (readings, hymns, prayers, sermon, etc.) taught, write your own 
similar prayer.



13

News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
If I Die Before I Wake 

(The Death of Children
 including Stillbirth and Miscarriage)

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Help Make Pies Sept. 29 | 1:30 PM  

The first apple pie making session will be held this Thursday, September 29 at 1:30 pm in the 
cafeteria. Men and women are needed to wash, peel, and cut apples, make crusts, and assemble 
pies. Please bring your own knife or peeler. Enjoy this time of fellowship while participating in 
the pie making process. Hope to see you there! If you have apples to donate, please continue to 
drop them off in the kitchen.

SPYS Next Sunday Oct. 2 | 12:00 PM

High school students are invited to the next meeting of St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs) on Sunday, Oct. 
2. Come to the cafeteria at noon for pizza. There will be a relevant bible study and some fun in 
the gym. 

Book Fair Coming Soon! Oct 3-9

St. Paul's Lutheran School is hosting a Scholastic Book Fair October 3rd - 9th. In-person 
shopping will be available in the library on the weekdays from 3:30-4:30, and between services 
on Sunday, Oct. 9. All purchases through the Book Fair benefit our school, and could take care 
of some early Christmas shopping for you! The school has a goal of selling 325 books during this 
fair. Please help us reach our goal, and thanks for supporting our kids! Happy reading!

Story Time: In conjunction with the book fair, a story hour is planned for Wednesday, Oct. 
from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. All children from preschool through 2nd grade (and their parents) are 
invited. 

LWMS Mission Rally in Mosinee Oct. 8 | 9:00 AM- Noon

Hear about mission work in Southern Asia at the Fall Mission Rally being held at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Mosinee.  There will also be times of worship, refreshments, and a chance 
to give to mission work. Registration begins at 8:30 am with the rally running from 9:00 am until 
noon. Why not carpool with some friends.



14

Before After School Volunteers Needed
Our Little Lambs Before/After School Care could use some volunteers! Help is needed for 
mornings (7:00-8:30 am) on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and for afternoons (3:15-4:30 pm) 
on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. You will partner with another staff member, so you would 
not be on your own. Duties would include supervising the art table, reading books, puzzles, and 
other activities. In the afternoon, we may also go to the gym or outdoors. If you can be a part of 
our caring team, we would appreciate your help!  Please let Carole Melso or Kellie Jensen at 
littlelambs@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634 ext. 1119

Family Fun Night Oct. 7 | 5:30-8:30 PM

Bring a game, bring a snack, or bring a friend and enjoy a fun evening with your church family 
at Family Fun Night. All ages are invited – married or unmarried, with kids or without. Play 
games or just visit. Pizza will be served and the gym will be open. Join the fun on Friday, Oct. 7 
starting at 5:30 pm.

MLC Choir at Northland
The choir from Martin Luther College Choir will hold a “mini-concert” at Northland Lutheran 
High School on Wednesday, Oct. 19 at 1:00 pm. The program will include familiar hymns, as well 
a variety of musical styles. The public is invited to attend. This is the first stop in the choir’s fall 
tour, which ends in Milwaukee. For full tour schedule visit the college website (mlc-wels.edu) 
or look for a poster in the Welcome Center. 

Starting Buying Candy!
It is not too soon to start stocking up on candy for Trunk-or-Treat.  This annual event is held in 
our parking lot on Halloween night. Be on the lookout for candy deals to stock your own trunk 
or for us to use to replenish other trunks. You can be a part of the fun by parking your car in our 
lot and distributing candy from your trunk/tailgate to neighborhood children. 

Special Prayers This Week:
 Safe travels for John Batzer who is visiting to Kansas this week. 
 For our country as fewer Americans identify as Christian 
 For a marriage to be restored, and for God to send the couple godly mentors. 
  
   

  

  





15

Calendar September 25- October 2

Sunday       8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Tuesday 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

 
Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service

6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:30 PM Pie Making Session in the cafeteria
4:30 PM Home Volleyball Game in the gym 

 
Sunday    8:00 AM Worship

9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 
12:00 PM St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs) in the cafeteria

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  200

Anticipated offerings YTD: $  213,175
Actual offerings YTD:          $  158,073

Upcoming Events
Oct. 3-4 ~ Pastors Convention in Marshfield
Oct. 3-9 ~ School Book Fair
Oct. 7 ~ Family Fun Night
Oct. 8 ~ Fall LWMS Rally in Mosinee  

 

Family Fun Night
for all ages

 

Friday Oct. 7
5:30-8:30PM

 
 

 
 

Enjoy games, open gym, or just 
visiting.  Bring a snack to share, 

a board game, or a friend!
 Pizza will be served.



16

 

 

www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


